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January 26, 1996 Contact: Greg Donley, 421-7340, ext. 263 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS EARLY GERMAN SILENT FILMS 
Before Caligari: Early German Silent Films, 1911-1916 
Wednesdays, February 14, 21, and 28, 7:30 pm 
Admission $4, CMA members $3. 


To most moviegoers, German cinema began with Robert Wiene’s The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari. 
But Germany had a thriving film industry years before this 1919 horror classic. In Before 
Caligari: Early German Silent Films, 1911-1916 we survey seven mysteries and melodramas 
that come from a large series of early German silents organized by the Stiftung Deutsche 
Kinemathek, Berlin, and the Goethe-Institut, Munich. All films will be presented in beautiful, 
restored 35mm prints, with color tinting and toning, spoken English translation of the German 
intertitles, and live piano accompaniment by Sebastian Birch. An accompanying catalogue. Red 
for Danger, Fire, and Love, will be sold at the Film Program box office during the series. The 
Goethe-Institut, Ann Arbor, made the Cleveland showing of this ground-breaking series possible. 
“Here’s a rare opportunity to plug a major gap in our knowledge of world cinema, or to just catch 
some entertaining movies (in gorgeous prints) that you probably haven’t seen’’ says film program 
coordinator John Ewing. Admission to CMA film programs is $4, $3 CMA members. 


Wed/Feb 14, 7:30. The Mysterious Club (Germany, 1913, b&w, 41 min.) directed by and 
starring Joseph Delmont. A detective travels to Rotterdam to investigate a string of mysterious 
suicides. Delmont was also an acrobat, k la Douglas Fairbanks. Christmas Thoughts (Germany, 
1911, b&w, 9 min.) director unknown. A vignette about a bereaved mother. And the Light Went 
Out (Germany, 1914, b&w, 41 min.) directed by Fritz Bernhardt. A drama of love and treachery 
centered around a lighthouse. Live piano accompaniment by Sebastian Birch. 

Wed/Feb 21, 7:30. The Black Ball (Germany, 1913, b&w, 39 min.) directed by Franz Hofer. 
Two sisters plot revenge on a philandering count who caused their sister’s suicide. Queen of the 
Stock Market (Germany, 1916, b&w, 53 min.) directed by Edmund Edel. The keen business 
sense of a woman (Asta Nielsen) is undone by her emotions. Live piano accompaniment by 
Sebastian Birch. 

Wed/Feb 28, 7:30. Swamp Flower (Germany, 1913, b&w, 52 min.) directed by Viggo Larsen. 
A dancer has a tragic affair with a sculptor and a count. The Devil’s Church (Germany, 1913, 
b&w, 44 min.) directed by Hans Mierendorff. The devil — disguised as an itinerant tinsmith — 
seduces a farm woman before taking possession of an entire village. Live piano accompaniment 
by Sebastian Birch. 
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